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DH:  August 28. This is Dana. I’m here with Amy Quinn. Hi Amy.

AQ: Hey, how are you? Thanks for having me.

DH: Good great. Ok, so we’re going to start. Tell us when and where you were born.

AQ: I was born in Trenton New Jersey on September 17th, 1976.

DH: About the same age as me. Describe your family to me a little bit. What was
your background like? Mom, Dad, siblings?

AQ: Yep. Youngest of three. We’re Greek. I know people are always surprised by that because of
our last name but we are mainly Greek. A little bit of Irish and a little bit of Italian. We moved a
lot when I was young so we lived in Trenton, we briefly went to Connecticut, then we came to
Pennsylvania and then back to New Jersey.

DH: Ok and you spent a little time in Marlboro. You grew up and went to high school there?

AQ: I didn’t go to high school there but I did go to part of elementary and middle school and for
high school I went to a school called St. John Vianney.

DH: Oh, St. John’s. So, what was your social life like at school? Would you say it was different
or the same as anybody else’s?

AQ: I would venture a guess it was pretty similar to other kids. I had a best friend named Mandy.
I was lucky enough at least in Marlboro to live on a cul-de-sac with a bunch of girls my age. So,
we used to call ourselves the Cul-de-sac girls. So, it was a woman named Liz Burn (sp?), Emily
Kozlow (sp?), Alexis Novak (sp?) and Sarah Leiterman (sp) and then Mandy Fine (sp?) lived up
the street. So, I grew up around girls my age and we spent most of our time outside playing.

DH: Are you still friends with them?

AQ: I am. We get together like once a year.

DH: That’s awesome.

AQ: Yeah.



DH:  Ok. Cool. At what age did you realize you might feel differently than some of your friends
did?

AQ: So, I think I developed a crush on Mandy’s sister. So, when we were playing hide and seek
and stuff I would always want to try to be on her team or hide wherever she hid or kind of just
follow her around. I thought she was the bee’s knees. And I don’t know that I thought…I don’t
know that I had the language to figure out what that meant. I just knew that when I was around
her, I felt really excited and fun and wanted to spend a lot of time with her in a different way than
I did with her sister Mandy, who was my best friend.

DH: How old were you then?

AQ: I’d say seven or eight.

DH: Ok and when did you think you became sure…like when you knew ok this is how I feel?

AQ: Probably at some point I think in high school I became sure. And I was a kid who developed
crushes on any pretty teachers or any pretty woman who threw attention my way I inevitably
developed a crush. So, I assumed that it was not. I eventually concluded that that was not what
other people were doing. You know, the girls I mentioned I grew up with - none of them were
gay. They are all married to men. So, I would say in high school I started to think for sure. I think
I saw a couple movies in high school. I think I saw Personal Best and a couple of other kind of
low-budget lesbian movies and I think at that point I knew for sure. And I think the constant
crushes on either best friends or teachers or whoever.

DH: How did you handle that realization – when you said, ok, this is what it is?

AQ: I think like a lot of gay people I was assessing the landscape and my parents were divorced
at the time and it was just me and my mom and we spent a lot of time together. I knew my mom
would be fine. We actually spent a lot of time with several of her gay male friends when I was in
high school so I wasn’t overly worried about her. I wasn’t sure about my father, who at the end
ended up being very supportive.

AQ: But in terms of school, you know, Catholic school was, you know, a landscape that you
weren’t sure how it was going to go. So similar to many people my age, I tested the waters with
being bisexual when I knew I did not feel like I was bisexual. But I knew if people (Can I curse
on this?)

DH: Yes, sure.

AQ:  So, I knew if I people freaked the **** out if I said I was bisexual than I was obviously in
no way shape or form telling them that I was gay. And so, I started with bisexual, tested the
waters and some people freaked the **** out and some didn’t and, you know, kind of concluded
from there where to go. So, I do believe at some point in high school I eventually at least with
close friends came out as gay. If not in high school, then shortly thereafter. I think I was out in
high school because I believe there were some reprimands for being openly gay.



DH: Did you know any other gay students?

AQ: So interestingly my prom date, although I will say I’m not sure that that person is still - I
knew somebody that I concluded was gay. How they have later identified in life, I’m not sure but
they identified as gay when we were in high school.

DH: Were they treated any differently?

AQ: Yes, yes. They were bullied. No question about it. I think I spent some time keeping the
bullies away from him.

DH: That’s nice. So as far as discrimination goes, you kind of, well let’s just start so you came
out in high school?

AQ: I came out in high school.

DH: How did you do that?

AQ: I think I told a core group of friends first. My recollection was it was at this diner, the
Melbrook (sp?) Diner in Matawan, because I went to high school in Holmdel. I would say some
of those friends handled it really well and some didn’t handle it well. And then I told the group
of girls that I had talked to you about that I grew up with. I would say overall they handled it ok.
I’d say, again, this is like 1995 and 1996 so it’s a different time. A couple of behaviors changed.
So, for example, if we were all changing our clothes in the same room, which we had done for
the last 15 years, people, some girls, moved rooms. They changed their clothes in another room,
which was I think at the time really hurtful. I don’t know that I communicated it. But I think at
the time I was hurt by it.

DH: Well you’re being treated differently so that is hurtful, especially when you’re young.

AQ: And then the people who didn’t take it well eventually did come around but again, the
people who didn’t take it well eventually came around but also, I think I found that experience
hurtful as well.

DH: Was there anybody in particular that you were concerned about telling?

AQ: No there was not one specific person. There were certainly people who I didn’t expect to
take it as bad as they did but I wouldn’t say I had it in my head one person would take it poorly. I
think collectively I thought it would probably go better than it did. I will say there may have
been some hiccups with friends who I came out to but I will say I had a very supportive family.
My Mom and Dad and siblings were - never really batted an eye.

DH: So that’s a positive.

AQ: Super positive. Super positive. And I am very lucky



DH: And you were expecting that or you weren’t expecting that?

AQ: I expected my Mom to be fine. I expected my sister to be fine.

DH: Do you think they knew in some capacity and they were just waiting for you to say?

AQ: I think I asked them…I think they wondered. I didn’t really date boys in high school, I mean
occasionally. I usually broke up with them before anything happened. So, one I made my friend
Mandy break up with for me because I didn’t want to break up with him and broke up with him
before it got very serious. So, I imagine, I don’t know, I have to ask them. I imagine they
suspected when I went to the prom with somebody who identified as a gay guy. I didn’t go to the
prom with a date in that sense.

DH: Did you have any positive gay influences that maybe encouraged you to come out? There
must have been a point where you were kind of like, ok, I need to tell people.

AQ: Not personally. Not that I remember personally. I mean Ellen was really big back then.

DH: I was just about to ask…that’s about that time, right?

AQ: She was a game changer for me. I know she’s in some hot water now but for what she did in
the 90s was something that I think was really helpful. And the other really big game changer for
me was Melissa Etheridge.

DH: Oh, everybody Yeah...

AQ: Right? She came out in 93 or 94 saying “Yes I Am.”

DH: And yet Ellen is credited with kind of doing…right? I mean Mellissa Etheridge…

AQ: She was first.

DH: Before Ellen?

AQ: Yeah. Yeah. Yeah. She was first. She came out with the album “Yes I Am.” I think that was
really helpful. So, I was a teenager at the time working at Roy Rogers at the Freehold Mall…

DH: Roy Rogers. I miss their roast beef sandwiches!

AQ: Yeah. I was working there and Melissa Etheridge came out and my boss, who I believe was
gay - she never said that but I believed she was gay - was going to a Melissa Etheridge concert.
So, I wouldn’t say personally anybody kind of inspired me to come out. But I will say it was
before Internet. But you still knew that there were a couple of women like Melissa Etheridge or
like Ellen DeGeneres who even if they weren’t out, they certainly appeared to be more like you
than like my best friend, if that makes sense.



DH: Yeah, yeah. How important would you say it is for kids now to have people to look up to
that are out and proud of it?

AQ: I mean, I think it’s life or death to some kids.

DH: Because you didn’t really have that but you were still able to do it.

AQ: I was still able to do it. And once I came out in high school, it would never even occur to me
to go back in. And while I understand that it’s complicated for a lot of people and I’m certainly
not judging anyone who’s not out, I do think it’s part of our duty to not only be out but bring
along with you your fellow women or LGBTQ community in however you rise up. You should
be making paths for those women and LGBTQ people to come with you.
DH: Yeah, it’s important to advocate. When you first began dating, like when you dated your
first girl, what was the overall reaction from family and friends?

AQ: Well, so she has a much more complicated story than mine because she wasn’t out. So, I
think we were together for a period of time before either one of us were out to our parents and or
friends as a couple. I was out as somebody who identified as gay but I don’t’ think we were out
as a couple. I think she had a large Italian family that she was worried about that response and at
the end of the day, rightfully so. So, when we eventually came out as a couple, similar to my
coming out experience, some people were good and some people weren’t. I wouldn’t describe
her family as being supportive and I certainly don’t think they ever liked me. I can say that
unequivocally. They never liked me.

DH: You’re a bad influence, right?

AQ: I guess. My recollection, and this is going to sound so bizarre, is that they felt like I had
turned her gay, which is like so funny in retrospect. Like if I had that power throughout my life, I
would have been turning Evan Rachel Wood gay or Gina Gershon gay.

DH: A superpower… (laughing)

AQ:  But no, she had a much harder time I think with her family than I did. She eventually did
come out to them but it was years after we were together and I don’t remember it going well. My
wife is similar – when she came out her mother actually threw her out.

DH: And that happens…you know, there is a large population of LGBT kids that are homeless. I
think part of it is that’s happening, they’re getting kicked out, and part of it is also just they’re
running away because they afraid to say I am gay.

AQ: Right. Both my experience with my first girlfriend and now my wife, both of them had
much more complicated family experiences than I did so I’m lucky and grateful in that respect.



DH: That’s good. So, you had mentioned a story that you were discriminated against in Jersey
City and that caused you to leave there and come to Asbury Park. So, tell me about that and how
it made you feel.

AQ: There were a few reasons I left Jersey City – one being a breakup of that initial relationship
and the other eventually one day I came home from work and the word “Dyke” was keyed on my
car. So, you know, when I was in law school I had a professor at the time who I thought was
inappropriate and when I tried to express I was gay and wasn’t interested in getting extra work or
whatever he was offering – which was wildly inappropriate at the time but I think it was a
different time back then, I’m not sure - it was a different time back then. So anyway, back in the
late 90s you still got kind of taunted with “Dyke” and things like that. I’m sure you do today, you
know. Obviously, I don’t think you do much in Asbury park. I think I’m very lucky in that sense.
It was when people used that word as a derogatory term.

DH: Mm hmm..describe Asbury at that time. What did it look like? What was the landscape
like?

AQ: I came to Asbury in the early 2000s from Jersey City. I had already heard it was a gay
friendly town which was a big, big reason why I wanted to come although not the main reason.
The main reason was at the time it was cheap. So, I was working for Child Protective Services in
Jersey City at the time going to law school at night. I might have been on a break from law
school at that point and you could pick up a place in Asbury Park for relatively cheap in
comparison to say a Bradley Beach or an Avon or a Spring Lake or a Belmar. Asbury Park was
not revitalized at that point so I picked up a little one bedroom on Deal Lake Drive, which I still
actually own. I rent. Like 400 square feet and I haven’t left Asbury since.

DH: And it’s nice over there too.

AQ: Oh, it’s amazing over there. Where I bought this building, the architecture was just super.
It’s an old Spanish style architecture It’s a famous hotel. Like Myrna Loy stayed in it.

DH: Oh, Wow.
AQ: Yeah, so it’s a very famous old hotel called the Santander. And to this day when I go there,
if I have to like rent it or do some work to it, I walk in 20 years later and it still takes my breath
away how beautiful that building is.

DH: Good for you. Can you tell me a little about the bar scene, like the gay scene?

AQ: Oh, back Then? Sure.

DH: So, this is the early 2000s you said right?

AQ: Early 2000s. Yep. You had Georgie’s, you had Paradise. You had a couple of other ones
over the years. I’m going to fast forward a couple of years and You had a place called Circuit.
You had a place called Cruisin’. And there was one bar called Anybody’s that was a super, super
divey bar mainly for men. But that my wife and I would go to. So, Anybody’s is its own story. So



Anybody’s was up where Wesley Grove is now, which is a development in Asbury Park and so
Heather and I pop in one day - very very divey - and we order you know Coors Lights because
there weren’t like fancy beers back then and there used to be these things called Megatouches –
those things that you sit at a bar and play the picture game.

DH: Oh yeah sure.

AQ: Yeah yeah yeah, you remember those, right? So, my wife and I used to drink beer and play
those games all the time. So, Anybody’s had a Megatouch, which made us go there quite a bit.
And Anybody’s had this very small indoor space and then this very big outdoor space. And this
outdoor space had like a volleyball court, and alleged orgies and just big big parties back there.
Of course, we don’t know this at the time. So, we see this volleyball court and we go in and have
a beer and the bartender Lenny at the time kind of says not in so many words that maybe at
around 9 or 10 you should skedaddle. And we don’t really know why but we skedaddle. One day
we bring a volleyball and some friends to play volleyball in the back and we’re all playing
volleyball and drinking Coors Lights and there are many men just kind of staring at us while
we’re playing volleyball because I’m sure no lesbians had been going back there to play
volleyball. And, um, so we came back the next day and Lenny’s like, Well the ball’s gone. You
don’t have a ball.”  And so, we’re like ok. We go out and buy another ball, we do it again. So, we
do this like two or three times before we conclude that this bar caters to a certain clientele after a
certain time and it’s really not lesbians. And I want to say that with love because Lenny was so
good to us when we were there. And everybody was good to us while we were there but there
certainly was a vibe of like you should start to skedaddle now. So, what happened after that,
obviously I’ve heard many over the years that things got fun and risqué. So that was one of the
bars we went to a lot and just left early. And Georgie’s has been a staple. We’ve been going to
Georgie’s for years and Paradise for years.

DH: Gay Cheers, right?

AQ: Gay cheers is Georgie’s. And Paradise is above its time having a gay dance club. I mean I
can’t think of another gay dance club that was in 2000. Asbury was the only place I knew that on
some level catered to gay people coming.

DH: So, you would say...were the bars more mixed or more geared toward gay men but lesbians
were welcome also?

AQ: So, I’d say mixed. I’d say Georgie’s is a pretty good mix. I would say Paradise probably
more gay men in terms of the dance club but the actual sitting at the bar was probably a decent
amount of both. Anybody’s – we were the only lesbians in Anybody’s. Unequivocally. I can tell
you that.

DH: Anybody’s wasn’t for everybody?

AQ: No, Anybody’s was men and us until nine. And that was the extent of it.

DH: Carol Torre had a bunch of bars…



AQ: She did. She was before my time.

DH: Those were more lesbian-oriented?

AQ: Those were all lesbian-oriented and late 90s and unfortunately before my time. And my first
bar wasn’t Asbury Park. It was this place called (transcriber can’t make out the name). So, in
college, I had a very sweet - who I’m also still friends with - college roommate Michelle Beagle
(sp?), who knew I was gay, and she came with me to my first, first or second bar, which was
Monsters, which is a bar that still exists on Christopher Street in New York City. And she also
very kindly took me to Nanny’s, (sp?)  which has since closed down but was a lesbian bar.
Monsters probably caters a little bit more towards men. And she was very good to me. Another
straight, funny experience. So again, back in the 90s, some lesbians looked a certain way and
that’s how you knew that they were gay. So, when I was in my first year of law school, I went to
join the, I forget now what it was called, but the LGBTQ club. And so, I looked like me now, so
not overtly butch, not overtly feminine. Just kind of a mix of solid middle of that and when I
walked in to join that club, the minute I walked in, they said, “Oh, you must be in the wrong
place.” Which threw me. So, I left and then didn’t join the club because I was so thrown off by
them immediately thinking I wasn’t gay.

DH: Wow, so that’s like a little form of discrimination...

AQ: Yeah…it was strange.

DH:  Not discrimination but sort of judging.

AQ: Yeah, it was just - I walked in and it took some nerve for me to do that. And the room was
full of lesbians and their immediate thought was something like, “What are you looking for? You
must be lost. You’re in the wrong room.”

DH: So, you felt like you didn’t belong?

AQ: Oh yeah, I turned around and left.

DH: Oh my god. And you didn’t go back?

AQ: I did not go back.

DH: Wow…that’s something. Alright, let’s talk about how you met your wife then?

AQ: How I met my wife. So, we met at a festival. She was a, she’s actually a bass player. She
plays a number of instruments but she was a bass player in a band…

DH: I played the bass…
AQ: Oh! She plays the bass and guitar and drums. She plays a bunch of stuff. She’s now actually
teaching herself and my son the ukulele.



DH: Wow...

AQ: She was in a band. She was actually the singer because the singer didn’t show up. So, I
happened to be at this festival. I saw her singing and playing bass. I thought she was super cute. I
was with some friends of mine at the time and I was single and they had announced that she was
single when she came on because it was a lesbian festival. It was a gay festival. So, I kind of got
my nerve up and was like…I’m not like a forward person in that way. I’m forward in a lot of
other ways but not necessarily in that kind of way. And I went up and said, “Your band is good.”
And she said, “Thanks.” And then I acted like I had to go to the bathroom, which was near her.
And then that was that. That was how we initially met.

DH: And when did you decide to get married?

AQ: So, we initially got domestic partnered, whatever year that was allowed. I think we civil
unioned after that. Anyway, I forget whether we civil unioned or not. I think we did. But, so
interestingly we got married as soon as New York had it and this isn’t like a terribly romantic
story but we were thinking about having a child and our attorney at the time, a famous LGBTQ
attorney at least in New Jersey, Deb Gustin (sp?) said you know if you’re going to have a kid,
you’re going to do an adoption as well, you should get married in New York because eventually
if it happens nationally it’ll count but you should have the protections of marriage, not just the
protections of partnership. So, in June of 2013, we went to New York, got married – Heather is a
twin, her sister was our witness. Within about six months of that, New Jersey then statewide got
marriage equality. And so funny, the clerk called and a friend of mine Meredith, who was
working for a marriage equality organization in New Jersey, called and our city clerk called and
was like, “Do you want to get married when New Jersey allows it at 12:01? On I think it’s
October 21? (I should check that date. I should know that date.) You have to apply now.” So, we
ended up getting married in New York, then New Jersey and then the Supreme Court allowed
marriages for everyone. And the one thing I’ll say with gay couples and I’ve said this before,
there are tons of anniversaries. So, when you meet someone, there is an anniversary for that.
There’s an anniversary maybe when you moved in or when you expressed some sort of union
prior to having the rights to get married.

DH: A commitment…

AQ: Right, the commitment to kind of stay together. And then there was the domestic
partnerships, then there were the civil unions and then there were, marriages, for me marriage in
New York, marriage in New Jersey and then the federal, you know, allowing gays to get married
- your marriage being allowed in all the states. So just a little different than I think with straight
couples in the number of times that we have to celebrate kind of some sort of milestone.

DH: And your wedding on the boardwalk, that was like Asbury Park history, right?

AQ: That was Asbury Park history. Yes.

DH: Why was that Asbury Park history?



AQ: Well, I would argue I was one of the first to get married although I think everyone at 12:01
argues they were the first to get married.

DH: You were of the first then?

AQ: Of the first, yes.

DH: That’s ok, part of that history…

AQ: Yes. And three of us actually got married that night. So, we got married with friends of ours,
Danny and Steven, who actually live about a block away from here, me and Heather and another
couple who were actually part of the lawsuits for marriage equality. They got married right after
me and Heather and Steven and Songen (sp?). So, yeah, it was historic. And one of my dearest,
dearest dearest, closest, closest friends married us, Tom Pivinski. The one thing I will say it was
cold, it was a cold night and my wife and I are not people who are like up at 1 a.m. or 12 a.m. So,
we were laying in bed at like 9 or 10 being like, don’t fall asleep, don’t fall asleep. All of these
people, you know because we had a couple hundred people come, so you know, don’t fall asleep,
whatever you do, do not fall asleep because that would be horrifying if we fell asleep and did not
show up to our wedding that these people are outside freezing waiting to hear. So, it was very
historic and I absolutely say I’m the first person to get married in New Jersey. Other people are
going to debate that.

DH: In all of New Jersey?

AQ: All of New Jersey. I’m going to say it. I’m going to say 12:01 I was it.

DH: You’re going to lay that down?

AQ: I’m going to lay that down.

DH: Are there any challenges present for a gay couple that differ from a straight couple?

AQ: I would certainly say the experience of having a child was interesting in, you know, well I
think we’re interesting in a couple of ways. One, we didn’t want an anonymous donor. We
wanted a donor who was a friend of ours who was also gay. So that was a challenge because
that’s not the norm. And then, going through insurance, or - so gay people have to come out a lot
and throughout your life. Right, so when you’re first meeting a midwife, as a couple you’re
coming out and describing what’s happening. When you’re going to get fertility, we obviously
could not naturally have a child so there’s a fertility aspect of it. A major fertility aspect of it to
get pregnant. And you’re coming out at those experiences. And I will say the first place that we
went to for fertility assistance, they certainly weren’t warm to the idea. I feel comfortable saying
that. Or they would constantly reference husband when we would be like, “We’re married.” So,
yes, in the sense of having a child as a gay couple, there’s a lot of continuously coming out. So,
in Asbury Park, everybody knows I’m gay. There’s no me coming out in Asbury Park anymore.
Everybody knows I’m gay. Everybody knows Heather. But when you throw me into a different



environment, whether it’s politics – although mainly in politics, most people know I’m gay - but
when you throw me into a different environment, there’s usually a coming out process for not
just me for most gay people. And you know, sometimes that’s annoying.

DH: Sure, yeah because we don’t have to do that on the opposite side. So, for your son – he’s
adorable –

AQ: Thank you.

DH: Are there any challenges for him growing up with two moms or do you find like this
environment just generally tolerant? Do you sort of venture outside this environment and find
different experiences? How does that affect him if at all?

AQ: Yeah, the Asbury Park environment is very - I wouldn’t even use the word tolerant. I would
say warm and receptive from the school district on. I’m lucky – the Asbury Park school district is
actually one of the pilot programs for the LGBTQ curriculum that Gov. Murphy passed. So that’s
really exciting to me to live and be among and be able to send my child to a district that wanted
to be a pilot for that that curriculum. Leaving Asbury Park, things absolutely are different. So for
example, today – and I don’t believe this was homophobic at all, I really don’t,  I think it was just
probably how she…he had to get some bloodwork today so we got some bloodwork at Jersey
Shore and she’s kind of going - and you can only have one parent in right now because of the
pandemic -  so she’s going through the paperwork and she’s going, “Ok, tell me about Dad.
Right? And there is no Dad. So, and a quick correction and she came right around to it but that’s
- no thought of like partner or significant other, which is, you know, that’s today which is August
28, 2020. So little corrections like that that were fine but I will also tell you though a couple of
times when looking for doctors for pediatricians for my son and my wife did this, not me, she felt
a certain unkindness a couple times when she mentioned he has two moms. And so, we just
didn’t go with that doctor. But alive and well outside of Asbury Park. We don’t leave Asbury
Park that much and maybe that’s one of the reasons why. But alive and well, I would certainly
say, outside of Asbury Park. Inside Asbury Park, I would say we’re really good about being
welcoming to the LGBTQ community.

DH: It’s insulated. Right. Do you feel that you need to do anything different from a hetero
couple? Are there just little tweaks that you feel that you make, maybe you don’t realize it, or
you think you have to because you want to make sure…?

AQ: Yeah, like even answering these questions today quick, like quick response, “He has two
moms.” I think language we use about having two moms, we’re lucky that we have a number of
lesbian friends who have little boys in or around the same age. There was a wave of us who had
kids all around the same time and all had boys or mainly had boys. So, I’m very lucky in that
sense. And I think we make a very conscious effort to show different families. So, we have
friends, Chris and Al, who live around the corner. They have two little boys. A male couple. We
have friends, Alicia and Steph, who are a lesbian couple who have a little boy named Emmett.
And then one of Jensen’s very dearest friends is a woman named Creda (sp?) who is a single
mom. Her son is J.J. So, I would say 100 percent we make a conscious effort to ensure that he’s
around all different kinds of families and then have conversations about that.



DH: Ok, and then you just raise him like you were raised? Basically, like your Mom and Dad?

AQ: Yeah...

DH So you went to college and um?

AQ: I went to a few different colleges.

DH: Ok, and then you went to law school?

AQ: Mmm hmmm.

DH: You became a lawyer?

AQ: Mmm..hmmm.

DH: Where did you begin working after that? You were working as a lawyer?

AQ: So, I went to law school at night initially while I was working for Child Protective Services.
And Child Protective Services, the thought would be that I would eventually be an attorney for
Child Protective Services representing the case workers who do the assessments of abuse and
neglect. I will say a few years into Child Protective Services I left there pretty beaten and
battered. That’s not a job – that is a hard job to keep for a long period of time and I was in my
early 20s. So, I decided not to do - I was going to intern and then kind of switch over to legal
work for Child Protective Services but I opted not to and instead went to work for my current
job. Interestingly, it’s the first job I got hired out of law school and remain in, which is the
Community Health Law Project, which is a non-profit legal service agency. It’s still public
interest, which I don’t think I’d work in anything but public interest – and we represent people
who can’t afford an attorney in a wide range of matters – what I believe is going to be the next
epidemic which is housing from this pandemic.

DH: Yeah.

AQ: We represent people in housing and social security and discrimination and anything that you
are entitled to and are not receiving or being denied or being terminated, we get assigned to your
case.

DH: So, this kind of sparked your public service bug that you…

AQ: A little bit. A little bit. So, the public service bug came from who I had mentioned earlier,
Tom Pivinski So Tom Pivinski is the chair of the Environmental Commission. I tell this story,
sometimes I tell this story in schools to elementary school kids and then regret when I see their
faces after telling them this story. But for this story I’m not sure I’d be involved in politics so I
tell it. I was running around Deer Lake (can’t make out anything but Santander) Interlaken,
which is a town next to Asbury Park – a small well off town was putting their geese into a truck,



which was curious to me at the time – again this was early 2000s, 2001, 2002 and at that time,
the geese – you know, they loaded all the geese in this truck and then I read in the paper a few
days after that that they had gassed all their geese. And as somebody who is vegetarian and my
wife is vegan and my son is vegetarian and have been vegetarian for many many, many, many
years, that was really horrifying to me. So, I threatened to sue everybody and wrote a couple
letters to the editor and was just really, really furious about what had taken place because I
believed it had violated the law. And Tom Kaminski called me and said, “Listen, you’re yelling
about geese in Interlaken and instead of yelling about geese in Interlaken, why don’t you join the
Environmental Commission in Asbury?” I think at the time it was called the Shade Tree
Commission. “And help us deal with our geese population because people in Asbury want to kill
them.” And he and I took a class on how to deal with geese in an appropriate humane way and I
remain the vice chair of the Environmental Shade Tree Commission to this day.
DH: Oh wow...

AQ: Yeah...

DH: That’s amazing...

AQ: And Tom Pivinski is the chair of the Environmental Shade Tree Commission.

DH: You did effect a change then…

AQ: Yeah, well we didn’t kill the geese in Asbury so...

DH: Awesome.

AQ: So, kudos to that.

DH: And it seems like a lot of the work that you do focuses on advocating for the underdog:
women and kids and LGBT. So, tell me some of these issues that you’re passionate about and
how you made a change.

AQ: So, I think for the gay community or the LGBTQ community, my wife worked for one of
the big organizations leading the marriage equality movement for years – obviously we have
marriage equality - so many of those organizations have either pivoted or closed up shop. So,
we’ve been, we were certainly at the rallies in Trenton trying to get, even when the votes were
not in our favor, trying to get marriage equality and I think always her and I have been good
about living out and proud. And I view my role is to mentor and bring young women along –
hopefully LGBTQ as well – but just women in general. In terms of politics, I think the world is a
better place when women have positions of leadership and so I keep an eye on probably a dozen
girls that I try to either get internships with or do whatever I can do to help them move up the
ladder. I benefit in life when women are in positions of power and so anything, I can do to help
women get into positions of power I try to do.

DH: Awesome. And you said you go and talk to the kids at school?



AQ: I go to schools all the time and mentor as much as I can. So, a young woman who interned
with me, her name is Hannah Wolock (sp?) she interned with me three times – once on a
campaign and twice in city government – and is on to Harvard Law School. That was a very
exciting - she’s very exciting to me. I intend and hope that she runs the world one day. And a
number of young girls in Asbury Park that I keep an eye on and try to help in any way I can in
them moving up the ladder.

DH: That’s great. How would you say that the LGBT presence here - we started to get more of a
concentration and more of a surge? How did it contribute to the revitalization here?

AQ: So, I think there’s been a number of waves of the gay community coming to Asbury
Park…all the way back to probably the 60s but certainly more recently in the late 90s and early
2000s. There were waves of gay people coming in and kind of renovating old Victorian houses
and joining boards and committees and commissions. You know, I think there’s a number of
factions that have brought Asbury Park back on some level or some level of revitalization of
Asbury Park and I don’t think you can tell that story without incorporating the gay community In
that story. You know, small businesses and all of these people who never left who stayed when
Asbury was down and out and then never really left Asbury Park and has remained here. There’s
a number of people that are responsible for Asbury’s revitalization and I think the LGBTQ
community is certainly one of them.

DH: And I think also it sort of fosters that feeling of community, right?

AQ: Yeah. Absolutely. One-hundred percent.

DH: So, you’ve made a lot of strides for LGBT rights, what do you think is the most effective
approach in dealing with people who might be reluctant to change?

AQ: I think being out is the number one thing we as a community need to do. It’s kind of a
boogey man effect if you don’t know anyone gay, and you don’t see anyone gay and you don’t
experience a friendship or acquaintanceship with anybody gay, it allows you to come up with
what you think that may be and that may not be beneficial to gay people. So, I unequivocally
think the number one thing gay people should be doing is being out.

DH: Ok. That makes a lot of sense. So up to this point, what would you say you’re the most
proud of personally?

AQ: My family. Yeah, so I’m very proud of my wife and my son and I feel like I’m a decent
person and try to do right by them first, and then the people I represent in Asbury Park second.
So, I think that would probably be my biggest pride.

DH: Family first.

AQ: Yeah.



DH: And how about professionally, if you could pick one thing to say this is what I did?

AQ: This is what I did - so I think that varies over, over time. I will say I think being out in
Trenton and working towards marriage equality early on when the votes weren’t there and
having that experience. And then eventually getting marriage equality and feeling such a sense of
accomplishment for that, less in like the technical aspect of getting married but more in the
normalizing of our relationships. So, the work I did towards marriage equality for purposes of
this is probably important for me.

DH: And then to have that support like Harriet and Luisa? Right? Being there..

AQ: Oh trailblaze, absolutely. Harriet and Luisa. There’s another couple, Jan and Emily who
were also trailblazers. There’s actually a documentary about them. All of the people who did this
before me we owe a tremendous, tremendous debt of gratitude for. And I’m lucky enough to be
friends with several of them. I can’t stress that enough. And people like Jan and Emily who
initially couldn’t be out because you ran the risk of losing custody of your kids if you were out.
So yeah, people like that are, without them we certainly wouldn’t be sitting here having a
conversation about me and being gay if they had not really trailblazed the way for me.
DH: So before, like you said. the whole boogey man thing and if somebody didn’t know
somebody who was gay, they might not understand. What would you say is the most important
thing that they should know about the gay community?

AQ: We’re no different than the straight community in terms of the relationships we have and the
work that we do. We’re no different and if you are acquaintances with somebody or you are
friends with another gay person you know that. You know there’s no difference in you getting
married and me getting married. And I think that’s why I feel passionate about gay people being
out.

DH: One of the things that I love about this project is that I think it helps kids, especially those
who may be kind of struggling with coming out or they’re not sure. Do you have any advice for
somebody that might be listening to this?

AQ: So, I think that’s complicated. As somebody who certainly dated two people who didn’t
have an easy go of it and my wife who quite literally was thrown out, so I think do what you’ve
got to do until you can get out. And if that means not being out and wait until you’re 18 and you
can get out of that environment, then I one thousand percent think you should do that. If not
being out is so detrimental to you that you’ve got to roll the dice and come out, then I think that
is also wonderful. I think when I say about being out and I want to be clear that I mean that as an
adult and somebody who I don’t need parents to support me, I don’t need any of that. So, I think
coming out in particular in environments where you may be thrown out or your may have a
tough go, whatever you’ve got to do to get through that is fine by me.

DH: Do you have a mantra that’s kind of helped you? You’re so successful. Is there something
that you…

AQ: This too shall pass.



DH: Ok, that’s good. This has been great.

AQ: Great.

DH: Thank you so much!

AQ: You’re welcome.


