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Dana: Okay, this is Dana and Joe.  We’re here on January 2, 2020, with Graeme Davis.  
 
G.  Hi, how are you?  
 
D.  Great!  Can you tell us what year you were born?  
 
Graeme: Well, I was born in 1957. Long time ago.  (Laughs).  
 
D. And describe your family to us a little bit.   What’s your background like?  Mom and dad, 
siblings?  
 
G.  Well,  I am from a family of five. There were five of us, my mother and father. We lived in 
New York City. Harlem specifically. So I have one older brother. I had three sisters; one passed 
away, twenty years ago -- the oldest girl. And I’m the youngest of the five.  
 
D.  And what’s your religion; what’s your background?  
 
G.  Ah, I’m non-denominational, but I grew up in the Protestant religion. Yeah. 
 
D.  And your mom and dad?  
 
G.  Well, my mother was, well, both my parents came from the South -- South Carolina, and my 
mother worked for a short time, but being that she had five kids, she had to stay home.  Ah, my 
dad worked after he came back from World War II. He was a Marine. He was - Semper Fi! - uh, 
and he went into the Garment District.  He was a cutter -- a tailor.  So that’s where he did all his 
work.  
 
D.  How about...what was your social life like at school? Was it different, or the same as 
anybody else’s? 
 
G.  Hmm. I am not sure of your question; what is different? I am sociable, and I had a lot of 
friends around me when I was growing up. I along with just about everybody. So...it was good; 
teachers liked me. I had a public school education: New York public school. It was good; I think I 
came out well. (Laughter.).  
 
D.  What were your subjects?  



 
G.  My favorite subjects? Well, I liked...geography, social studies, science…I loved science. 
Yeah...yeah.  
 
D.  What do you do now?  
 
G.  I am an occupational therapist. 
 
D. Oh, okay.  
 
G.  So, still in the sciences, yeah.  
 
D.  At what age did you start to make your discovery about yourself? When did you start to say, 
“Hmm?”  
 
G.  Well, I believe I was born this way. Even at a young age, at five years old, I knew that I liked 
girls. And you know, even though, back in those days -- the Sixties --  you could not, you didn’t 
have a word for it. You could not, you know, make an acknowledgement of that. So, you know, 
you did your little private things, or you sent little notes, crush notes to girls, and that’s what I 
did. They would think I was crazy.  But it was okay, you know. Or notes, to teachers, you know, 
a lot of the female teachers. I fell in love with them. And, I would tell them stuff like that. Yeah, 
yeah, yeah, yeah.  You know, I mean...but what kid doesn’t like one of their favorite teachers? It 
wasn’t something they kind of pushed away; but, they accepted it, you know.  
 
D. Any heartbreaks there?  
 
G.  Teachers? Ahhh. Yeah, there’s been a few.  But you continue...I continue on.  
 
D.  Same as anybody else, right?  
 
G.  Yeah, exactly.  
 
D.  So when were you...you were sure at five?  
 
G.  Oh, yeah, I was sure, at five. I mean I had an intimate situation at five years old...with a 
neighborhood...neighbor girl. My mother used to babysit. That’s how she made her money when 
my father was out working. She would babysit some of the kids. So, I had an experience with a 
young girl, you know.  
 
J.  And she was about your age?  
 
G. Yeah, yeah.  
 



J. Who was the first person you told?  And was there any specific reason why you chose them?  
 
G.  Well, you know, coming through junior high school, coming through high school...you know, 
those were the times that me and my friends would identify, or knew that this was something 
that we were all the same. You know...similar.  Again, could not make a word for it -- a voice for 
it -- but, you know, I did my own private research, and, um, felt that at some point in my teenage 
years that I was in the wrong body.  So, you know, looked it up, and tried to see: what can I do? 
You know I am an urban kid.  What am I going to do, go to Switzerland? And I’ve told the story 
at one of my events: What am I going to do? Go to Switzerland and change my sex? No, that 
was not happening. 
 
J.  Right, right.  
 
G.  Where was I going to get the dollars for that, you know? So, it’s much easier now, of course. 
But at the time, not so much. So continuing on, I really knew by the time I got to college...that 
this is the life I need to lead. As a lesbian, I was able to give a word to it...but as a ‘butch 
lesbian’. Okay, so more of an aggressive style, as they would say. There’s so many terms now. 
But, um, yeah. So the first person...there was not really a ‘one person’ ...that I told...I did my 
expressions; I had my girlfriends, and would bring them around my family. And, you know, a 
little bit of whispering, here and there. But, it didn’t matter to me, because I had to live my life. 
So, um, I felt it was really important that my parents knew. So, acknowledging that, those were 
the first people that I told. I told my mom.  
 
J.  Okay, what was your mom’s reaction?  
 
G.  “How do you "get gay"?” (Joe and Graeme laugh). She says, “Okay, all right.”  You don’t get 
gay; you’re just born that way. Okay, and she let that go.  And then I told my father, and he was 
like, “Well, are you okay? Are you happy?” And, you know, I said, “Yes.”  And, so, you know, 
they were okay. At some point, they were going to leave the planet, so I just felt that they 
needed to know. 
 
J. Right, right. So, it  sounds as if they were accepting...  
 
G. They were okay with it.. 
 
J.  Was there anyone you were concerned about telling? Or, hesitant to tell?  
 
G.  No, those were the only two, yeah.  
 
J.  Okay.  
 
G. My mother was at one point, “When are you going to get married?” I said, "Mom, that’s not 
part of my picture. Mom, I won’t be getting married, you won’t be getting any grandchildren from 



me. You do have my siblings; you do have grandchildren from them, but, that’s not happening 
with me.  
 
D. How old were you  when you told them?  
 
G. Hmm. About twenty-five, yeah.  
 
J. So, at this point, were you going out socially?  
 
G.  Oh, yeah, definitely, going out socially...finding the bar scenes… 
 
J.  Dating?  
 
G.  Well, dating pretty much, yeah...going out...New York City...it had a lot of places to go to…. 
 
J.  So New York City was your bar scene?  
 
G.  Well, yeah, because I had not left New York City yet.  
 
J. So, what did you feel the general attitudes were at this point...when you were outside at the 
element of the bar?  
 
G. Well, there were a lot of things that were missing. So, we’re talking about now that I was out 
of college. It was the late seventies, early eighties. I got involved with a group called Salsa Soul 
Sisters. It was a lesbian group of women, who were of African-American descent and Latina 
descent, and they wanted to do a social group that was exclusive of the bars; meaning they 
didn’t want to be in bars, at all; they wanted to be a social group, an empowerment group. And I 
stayed with them for a number of years. Got on their board for about four years, so talking about 
the middle eighties. Yeah, it was really good.  Yeah, recently, they just did something at the 
New York Historical Society, where they honored Salsa Soul Sisters and I was there about a 
month ago.  
 
J.  Wow!  
 
G. Yeah, so that was really great.  
 
J. That’s great.  
 
D.  What kinds of things did they do?  
 
G.  Oh, well, we did... we had a lot of meetings; we met once a week...at a church in New York 
City...and we talked about issues that we had as lesbian women: okay, the term that I used at 
the time. Any kind of relationship issues...any kinds of social issues at the time… this was the 



beginning of the time that AIDS was coming around; you were hearing the different stories 
about people….Anybody that would have an issue with their own family…like displacing them, 
you know….or, "we don’t want you here", type of thing, you know…so we dealt with those kinds 
of issues.  
 
J.  So, it sounds like, as far as yourself personally, you felt very comfortable in this role; there 
was no... you know, you hear stories about people who really struggle with this. But, it doesn’t 
sound like you went through that quite as much, that internal struggle. It sounds as if you were 
comfortable with your sexuality. 
 
G.  Oh, yeah. At that point, I was in a relationship, you know, with someone. And I moved to 
Brooklyn, so…. 
 
J.  And how was Brooklyn? 
 
G.  I loved Brooklyn.  
 
J.  You loved Brooklyn.  (Joe and Graeme laugh).  It’s a cool place.  
 
G.  Brooklyn is a world, all in itself.  
 
J.  That’s right. And are you in a relationship now or have you been in a long-term relationship?  
 
G   I have been in a long-term relationship--that one in Brooklyn--and another one a few years 
later. I have had what I call ‘situationships’ over the years. I am currently single; so, it’s a little 
harder to meet people when you are a little older.  
 
J.  What did you call them: situationships?  (All three laugh).  
 
G. Situationships. You like that term?  Everybody likes that term, whenever I say it, because it 
is.  
 
J.  And, so, do you think being gay comes with its own special set of challenges or stressors, as 
far as personal life? Or, do you think there is no significant difference compared to the 
heterosexual lifestyle?  
 
G. Oh, there’s a lot of challenges...a lot. 
 
J.   Still what would you say is the biggest? 
 
G.  Well, the biggest...first of all, I would say is whether your family will accept you? There’s a lot 
of people who get...their family just doesn’t want to be..to acknowledge them. Their family just 
pushed them out...especially with the younger, gay people. Right? The older ones, you’re 



isolated; you’re depressed, because you don’t have friends anymore. So there’s a lot of stuff. 
There’s a lot of issues. 
 
J.  Right, right.  
 
G.  Housing issues. Health care issues. So, there’s lot of things that were going on. And still go 
on.  
 
J.  So you consider yourself lucky as far as your family, I’m sure, because they were so 
accepting. 
 
G.  Well back then. Yes. Things have changed over the years. 
 
J. Okay, right. So going through your everyday life, what would you say the social attitudes are 
like today?  
 
G.  Ummm. (Sighs). Today, I think there is a lot of struggles, still... with….I have to focus on 
health care...you know...and elders, getting appropriate health care...getting appropriate health 
care in long-term care settings.  I’m also on a committee with Robert Wood Johnson, a 
community advisory committee panel. I am the current chairperson...just selected.  
 
J. Congratulations.  
 
G.  Thank you. So, our goal is to go into the long term facilities, and do some training, do some 
education, to let the staff know, on an administrative level, that you may have people who are 
coming into these facilities who don’t have family, who don’t have any help, and you may have 
to service them. And you should service them as they lived. You know? If they live as a gay 
person, transgender person, that’s the person that you need to...how you need to acknowledge 
them, you know? So, that’s one of our initiatives, as we are coming through the new year.  
 
J. That’s great.  
 
D.  Do you ever feel at work that you need to adjust the conversation around...maybe like an 
older person that isn’t aware, socially aware.  Do you ever do that?  
 
G.  All the time. Working in the field of occupational therapy, I have had to make adjustments in 
conversations, as well, because... being a person of color. I dealt with people years ago, who 
were...who might have been in the war...who might have been from regions that were not so 
accepting of people of color. And being a professional, I have had to make adjustments in their 
conversation and teach them that, you know, we’re here, and let you learn and teach you, and 
rehabilitate you just like anybody else. So, I have had to do that pretty much through my life.  
 
D.  Anybody give you a hard time?  



 
G.  Not really, at some time point maybe they did, only because they had other issues. But they 
would see that I am really a person who is helping them out (laughter.) So they would kind of 
back off a little bit, you know, because they would see what I am doing.  
 
D.  So do you ever feel-- talking about today now--marginalized in your life with things: maybe 
not having as many options that are available?  
 
G.  Somewhat. Yeah, yeah. There’s still family issues, struggles, you know. And not because 
they don’t accept who I am now, where I am now. There’s other stuff. So, there’s a little bit of 
that. Now, I have a chosen family--a group of friends, a nice group of friends that I spend a lot of 
time with. And they are my chosen family, so that’s a positive thing in that way. But biologically, 
mmmm, not so much, you know which is unfortunate. 
 
D.  How would you describe yourself today as compared to...it  seems as if you have a very 
strong sense of self since you’re young. So you probably -- I feel like this question is sort of 
moot…. 
 
G.  Well, let’s ask it anyway. (Laughs).  
 
D.  What’s different today that may have been...than something thirty years ago, let’s say?  
 
G.  Well, today I have learned a lot more; I am aware of a lot of things. I’ve met people.. who 
maybe I might not have met them years ago.   Or had the kind of experiences I am having now. 
So I feel kind of blessed with that. And I just see that things are going to kind of grow.  So I feel 
empowered. So it feels good. Yes, yeah.  
 
D.  Is there something, like a life lesson that stands out to you...that you would want to share 
with anybody who is listening?  
 
G.  A life lesson....? Be authentic. Be true... be true. For the new year, my two words are civility 
and kindness. It’s really important. I think that’s gotten lost in a while.  
 
J.  Yeah, absolutely,  
 
D.  Do you feel that you are more empathetic than the average bear?  
 
G.  (Laughs). I am. I am always empathetic.  You know, it’s always like, come on, let’s see, 
people, you don’t know what their struggles are. So, let’s take a moment and just conversate; 
let’s make sure we’re all on the same page. Be a little sensitive. 
 
J.  Yep, that’s how we learn.  
 



G.. Yeah, exactly.  
 
D.  And what would you say you want people to remember about you?  
 
G.  Well...I would really like them to remember that I was really a gentle soul. That whole 
thing...you know...that whole thing where there are barks, but really soft on the inside. Like I had 
an aunt...a favorite aunt...who called me a cream puff. (Laughs.). But you know, I am not really 
a cream puff. (Laughs).  
 
J.  Not soft.  
 
G.  Not soft. But a good person. Yeah.  
 
D.  Is there anything else you want to tell us about?  
 
G.  Well, no. Well, just...I am here. And, you know, I have come a long way. And now I am 
transitioning, from female to male. My pronoun is he/him. And I hope to complete that transition 
in the next year or two.  
 
D.  How long of a process is that?  
 
G.  Well, I started about three years ago...where I decided to change my name…and I was 
using particular pronouns….and also medically changing. So, by this year, I will be doing 
surgical changes, as well.  
 
D.  Is it hard for your family to use your name now?  
 
G.  One member of my family, yeah.  
 
D.  How do you feel about that?  
 
G.  Well, it’s disconcerting...because we’ve gone through this; we have had the conversation. 
And you’re still kind of falling back now, which you are not accepting or acknowledging who I 
really am. That’s the sad part.  
 
D.  Maybe they’ll get there. 
 
G.  Well, if not, I’m sorry.  
 
J.  There’s only so much you can do.  
 
G. There’s nothing else I can do. My parents are deceased. They knew where I was at the time. 
That’s really the most important thing.  



 
J.  Okay, well we can’t thank you enough for being here and we want to wish the best of luck 
going forward. And good luck with everything.  
 
G.  Thank you for your time.  So, the struggle continues...  
 
  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


