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DH: Dana and Joe. January 13th 2020. We’re here with Peggy and Louise. Okay, so we’ll start with Louise.

What year were you born, Louise?

L: I was born in 1953.

DH: And where did you grow up?

L: I grew up in Baltimore, Maryland and I attended Catholic schools from kindergarten to 12th grade.

Taught by the school sisters of Notre Dame who have a very liberal leaning. And my high school was in

downtown Baltimore. The same one that Nancy Pelosi actually attended so they were liberal. They

taught us to think and try to be open minded to things. I think that influenced my life and my family. I’m

from a family of seven. My parents always allowed us to think and question and they weren’t strict

Catholics. They were open minded to things.

DH: So you went to Catholic school and then you went to college. What college did you go to?

L: I went to two years in Maryland as a biology major, then I was getting frustrated and wasn’t sure

where I wanted to go after that so I wanted to drop out, but my father encouraged me to stay in school.

Then I was looking at wildlife programs, so I ended up at Rutgers University where my family had gone.

My parents had gone, my grandparents had gone. My grandfathers attended Rutgers. From Maryland, I

knew about it. Most people in Maryland didn’t know about Rutgers. So I graduated from Rutgers and

while I was there I met my husband. We got married after I graduated from college and moved to Utah

and lived there while he got his Master’s Degree and then he came back to Rutgers for his doctorate. At

that time he said I don’t want to be married anymore and that was one of the most difficult times in my

life because I was raised Catholic and I thought getting divorced would be the end of things and that was

a very hard thing to tell my parents. It was really difficult and the first in a big, big Catholic family to ever

be divorced. So that was hard. Then I realized I had to have some career other than being married and

raising children, which you’d think that I would have gone to school in the late 60’s, early 70’s I would

have thought beyond that, but I really didn’t so then while working at Rutgers I went and got my

Master’s in education. I got a job at New Brunswick High School. While I was getting divorced I was in

counseling and at first my husband was seeing a male counselor and I was seeing his wife with the idea

that eventually we’d go to couples therapy and work it out and that didn’t work. My husband refused to

do couples therapy and then I knew that the marriage was over. So I continued to see the woman and I

started to have dreams of kissing someone from high school that I hadn’t seen in years and years and I’m

like “oh my god, I’m really messed up. I am so messed up”. So I didn’t even tell the therapist for a couple

weeks, I was so afraid to tell her.



DH: Was it a woman?

L: It was a woman. Well this girl that I was kissing in the dream, yes. And I’m like “I’m really losing my

mind”. So then I finally got up the courage to tell this therapist and she goes “don’t worry. If you were

gay, you would have known a long time ago as a child. You would have known you were gay”. And I’m like

“Oh thank god, she said don’t worry about these dreams”. That was a relief because I thought I really

don’t want to be this marginalized person or this crazy person or creepy, you know, I had all these bad

thoughts about it. But then I thought, I don’t think she’s right.  Something in the back of my mind

thought “she’s not right”. So I went to my medical doctor for something and I said “I gotta ask you about

this”. It was a clinic with different kinds of doctors and he said, “there’s someone I think you should talk

to here”. Then I started seeing two therapists, because I kept going to the woman about the feelings I

had about the divorce, but for a couple visits my doctor recommended this man at RCHP who happened

to be a gay therapist.  He went to New York, he was in the village and picked up a couple books for me to

read, like Rubyfruit Jungle and I’m like, there’s more to this kissing a woman than I realized that doesn’t

have to be all so negative.

P: Are you going past the question that she asked?

DH: No, it’s fine!

(all laugh)

L: So, in reading the books I realized this was not such a negative thing that I had pictured in my head.

And he said “don’t go to the bars to meet women”. He said  “Look you have no children, you’re not tied

to anyone, you’re not married now, what do you have to lose to check it out?”  And it was just such

permission to actually pursue this. He said “there’s a group at Rutgers and a couple groups you could get

in touch with”. So I went to Rutgers one but they were all quite a bit younger. So i ended up connecting

with the LUCY group, which is the lesbian union of central Jersey.

DH: What year was this?

L: It would be around 1981 or 82. We were married in 1975, separated in 1980, so it was the early 80’s

that this was going on. This lesbian union, it was a group of women that would get together at

somebody’s home and have a potluck meal, talk about political issue for a while and then socialize. It

was scary to go, but it ended up being a real lifesaver. I met with them for years and made friends

through that.

DH: Who was the first person that you told?

L: I would say my mother and I told her separately from my father. No, no I’m sorry that was the divorce I

told her separately from my father. For being gay I sat my parents down and I said “I think I am [gay].” It

was such a wonderful comment my mother made that showed such love to me. She said “Well I'm a



little disappointed because I would love to see you have children. I think your kids would have a lot of

fun”. She already had a bunch of grandchildren, but she said that and I thought “oh wow that was so

loving”. That was her only thing, that she wanted me to have children. I just felt so embraced, lovingly

embraced.

JZ: Was there anyone that you were particularly concerned about telling?

L: I have an older sister.  I’m the second in the family and my older sister and her husband were born

again christians and she still is. I was kind of afraid to tell her and she had also said when I was getting

the divorce she said, “you know the bible says love and follow your husband” and she was kind of upset

that I was getting a divorce. I was afraid to tell her. She made the comment “well I don’t want you kissing

in front of the kids”, which was kind of a weird comment. I love her dearly. She loves me, she loves Peggy,

but she just has her religious beliefs which cloud her judgement sometimes.

JZ: So how about socially? When did you begin to go out socially to meet women?

L: Well when I started joining the lesbian union they would have parties and I would attend the parties

and I did meet a woman that we ended up living together. We lived together for a couple of years. In the

meantime I met Peggy at work but we were strictly friends and basically there was a group that would go

out drinking every friday from work, we taught at New Brunswick High School. So Peggy asked if she

could bring me drinking one Friday afternoon and so then  socialized more. Which I was a little nervous a

little nervous about because at the time to be gay and teaching there were issues. There were morality

clauses and you could be fired if they thought you were of immoral character. Later I found out that

Peggy had been warned not to even hang around me because I wore comfortable shoes. (laughter)

Literally someone said don’t hang out with her, she wears comfortable shoes. So that was going on. So

anyway we were drinking and then one time she came to my apartment knocking at the door and after

we had been drinking on a friday afternoon.

P: You took me to your apartment, we were going to go out with your roommate.

L: Maybe, but I remember making her sit on the front steps. THis is one of those small homes in New

Brunswick and we had a front stoop. I said you have to sit out here for a moment, I have to tell you

something. She knew I had a roommate, so this is what happened. I said I have to tell you my roommate

is more than a roommate and we only have one bedroom. Because I thought when she walked in, it

would be obvious we had only one bedroom and she goes “I don’t care about that, I have to go to the

bathroom” (laughter) so then we went out to eat Chinese food and my partner was furious with me

when we got home and i'm like “what's the matter with you” “you spent your whole time looking at

Peggy” and i'm like, well i'm a nervous wreck, i work with her, what if she goes back to tell everyone at

work? I didn’t know if I could trust Peggy and that was an issue. What if she goes and tells everyone that

im gay and this is the end of things and so anyway time went by and I realized that Barb just wasn’t the

right person for me, period. In the meantime, Peggy said she wanted the two of us to take her to a gay

bar. So Barb and Peggy and I went down to the M&K in Asbury Park and I will say Peggy said a woman



touched her butt or pinched it or something and I got jealous and I’m like “this isn’t good” because I

never want to have feelings for someone else and be with Barb.

JZ: Ok so, Peggy, want to talk about you a little bit now? What year were you born?

P: 1946 and was brought up in Highland Park, New Jersey. After graduation I went to Bryant College in

Rhode Island. When I graduated from there I got a teaching job here in New Brunswick as a business

education teacher. That is where I started working.

JZ: And can you describe your family, your background a little bit?

P: I had just one brother and my mother and father both worked.  My brother, he was 4 years older than

me, we were never really together in  the same school. He graduated high school when I started high

school. Just the two of us.

JZ: At what age did you begin to make your discovery about yourself?

P: I was a late bloomer. I really didn’t realize until I was in my mid to late 30’s that I even sensed that i

may have been gay. That is when that happened.

JZ: So prior to that had you been dating men?

P: Prior to that I had been dating men. There was always something that was lacking and I didn’t know at

the time, but I had quite a few people that I went out with but nothing ever really clicked.

JZ: Any long term relationships?

P: Not long term, maybe a couple months at a time. Maybe one for a year, but just something wasn’t

there.

JZ: Did you have any gay friends?

P: I didn’t have any gay friends. I really didn’t know what being gay was and I didn’t realize that until I

was older too, exactly what it was to be gay. And then I started questioning my self after all these

relationship thats I had with men that something was missing and I met Louise, I started teaching before

she did and she told me about her and that she had been married and now she was dating a woman and

living with a woman and I was going to therapy at the time and my therapist said “you’re just going

through a phase, that's all. You’ll be alright” but that phase just never ended and I got to know Louise

and I asked her if she and her then partner would take me to places where they went so I did that and

that's when I knew. This is more of what I want to be and what I want to do. TO be with a woman. And

that was my late 30’s.



JZ: So what was that scene like, were these bars you would go to?

L: Yeah, we’d go to these bars and I’d see women being together and I joined a group that Louise was a

member of and I started to talk to these other women and learn about their relationships and decided I

think maybe this is the way I want to go. I told my therapist at the time that I thought perhaps I was gay

and again I was going to a therapist that just thought I was going through a phase. I stopped seeing her

and Louise actually told me ‘you know if you have feelings like you’re telling me about possibility about

being with women, you should go to a gay therapist” and thats what I did. And the gay therapist kind of

brought it out to me,” yes you could be gay and thats okay”. She was gay and working through therapy I

realized that this was alright. Because up until that point, I thought “women being together, men being

together” you know I wasn’t brought up that way so I thought “this was not right”. So the therapist, she

led me to think that it's alright what you are doing and what you want to do. So that's really when I came

out.

JZ: So did you discuss this with anyone else?

P: Well other than Louise and her partner there was no one else because where we met teaching at New

Brunswick, I had many teacher friends and they were all straight and I said “no I don't want to say

anything to any of them” because I was afraid if i said anything to them, our friendship would be over. So

I really didn’t discuss it with anybody that I worked with, none of my relatives, my parents I didn’t

mention it to or my brother.

JZ: Now you’ve been with Louise for 33 years?

P: Yes, going on 34.

JZ: So going back to the beginning, how did that start?

P: We knew each other and like Louise had said, she and her partner at the time took me out to different

places and I belonged to this group that Lousie belonged to and it was like one thing led to another and

we started going out together just the two of us. And again nothing was happening then and all of the

sudden after we had seen each other, went out together, for a couple months

L: As friends, you mean.

P: I started to have feelings toward Louise and then found out that she had feelings towards me and the

rest is history.

JZ: At what point did you  decide to kind of make this legal?

P: Years ago we got medical power of attorney and things like that because we had gone to different

lectures and things like that and the woman from Michigan had a partner and she had been in a terrible



car accident and the one that had been in the accident, her family denied her access to her partner. So

she went around the country warning us to make sure that we had everything legally in place.

DH: What do you think makes you strong as a couple?

(laughter)

P: We like to laugh, we laugh a lot.

L: We like traveling together and we’ve made a lot of friends and have gone traveling with them. We

both have the same beliefs and started going to church together and joined this Episcopal Church that

we go to now.

DH: That is Trinity in Asbury?

L: Yes.

JZ: You brought up a couple times that you have some differences, which is not always a bad thing. What

are some of the biggest differences that you find in each other?

(laughter)

P: When I was growing up my family vacations were always at the beach, the Jersey Shore. And Louise

was brought up with her siblings to go camping. And when Louise told me that she wanted a camper and

to go travel around with the camper, I said “well have a good time because I’m not gonna be with you!”

because I wasn’t interested in camping at the time, so that is one of the biggest differences.

L: We do enjoy hiking together, now of course we are getting older and we don’t do the same types of

things, but we really do enjoy hiking and being outside. Walking the dogs. Now we’re down to one dog.

And the national parks we visited a lot out West and we love that. Plus we love being around people and

volunteering. Not always together because when I retired, Peggy said the food pantry is mine I don’t

want you to help at the food pantry, find something else to do (laughter). I think initially we had working

together and the stress of working in an urban high school and so we could come home and bounce

ideas off of each other and that kind of thing.

JZ: It sounds like you had a lot in common, but just enough differences to keep it interesting.

P: Yes.

L: I think Peggy has always been a bit more flashy too and I’m more reserved I think at times. Or some

people would say a nerd, which I embrace now.



DH: Would you say that being gay has specific challenges to your relationship or any relationship? Are

there particular changes that a straight couple might now have?

P: Well just being accepted by people. That is why I never told my family that I was gay. I know my mom

was thinking there was something going on. All the people that I worked with, I used to go in on Monday

mornings and they’d say to me “who’d you go out with this week and where did he take you” and I was

afraid if I said it to my friends that they would disown me. We found out that wasn’t so, they accepted

me and I was glad of that.

L: And her mother, at her mother’s funeral, her mother’s best friend came up to me and said that Peggy’s

mother was glad that I was in her life, so there was that acknowledgement that it was never said, but it

was there.

JZ: That must have been really nice.

P: Yes, yes it was.

L: And even with the next generation, Peggy’s brother had already passed away but for her father’s

funeral her niece came in from California and after Peggy went to bed, she was spending the night at our

house, and she said “I have to ask you something” to me. And I’m like “what?” and she goes “Are you

and my aunt together?” and after one time I told Peggy I can’t lie, I’m not a good liar,  I just can’t do it.

And that was when we were talking about going to P-Town on vacation. So I said I”m not gonna lie to her

niece about this and I said “yes we are” and she said “oh thank god, we were worried that Peggy would

be alone and we’re so happy that you are in her life” So there is acceptance even thought it was difficult

for her family to talk about it.

DH: Were you surprised by that?

P: About my family? Well my brother had already passed as Louise said, but my sister-in-law, she’s from a

little town in Ohio and I was afraid she would have a hard time dealing with it. My nieces and nephews,

they were alright about it, no problems. But my sister-in-law, I was a little worried about her and she’s

accepting of it now, but I think she still has trouble with it.

L: She saw the movie The Full Monty and just didn’t get it. Some things it just takes her a while to figure

it out. I get along with her.  That brings me to going on vacation every summer to P-Town because we

could walk down the street in P-Town and hold hands and it was just so wonderful to walk down the

street, be ourselves, go to the beach. All the women would walk right in from the parking lot, plop down,

all the women would bring coolers and chairs and the men would walk further down the beach and get

in the dunes. You just felt so comfortable, you could just be yourselves like we should be able to be

everywhere.  But then when we’d get back home to New Jersey, you’d want to grab the hand and then

you have to pull back like in the grocery store or somewhere and you have to be aware that you’re not in

P-Town anymore.



DH: Do you feel that social attitudes now are still a little bit rigid?

P: It is not as bad, but there is still a factor of not being accepted and not being ourselves.

L: I think we are cautious, but I’m not afraid if anyone asks to say yeah we are married or that Peggy is

my wife, but I still wouldn’t walk down the street holding her hand I don’t think.

DH: How would you describe yourself today as compared to maybe 30 years ago? Do you feel a bit more

secure?

P: I think so, I feel more secure about our relationship and like Louise said, I’m not afraid to say it to

people now and like going to all our different doctors we put down that we are married that you can

contact this person in case of an emergency so I feel more confident about letting other people know.

L: And I think our relationship is strong. There were quite a few years that I kept thinking well this is fun,

but it's not gonna last because Peggy always dated men and she had trouble with the idea of

commitment and everything so I’m like I”m enjoying this for as long as its lasts I”m just gonna have fun

and then years went by and years went by. So, you know, obviously I’m pretty sure Peggy is not going

anywhere (laughter). Even getting married, when we finally could get married we didn’t jump on it when

the federal government agreed to gay marriage.  We waited and then there was a point where I felt I was

ready, so I asked Peggy if she would marry me and she had to think about it a little bit.

P: I was hesitant.

L: We were domestic partners. We did not do civil union because it was still not full marriage so why

should we do anything more at this point.  But then I thought I want to be married and do it in the

church and that was kind of hard for Peggy to agree to at first.

P: Yeah. But then obviously I did agree with it because we’re married now.

JZ: And what year was that?

L: 2015, it was 2015 we got married.

JZ: So not to put you on the spot but are there any life lessons that stand out that you might want to

share with anyone who listens to this down the line?

P: Go with your feelings. Really, don’t hesitate to be worried about letting people know. Just be yourself

and hopefully you have enough confidence in yourself to say “it's okay”. Amen.

All: Amen.



DH: That is great. Thank you so much!


